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SENATOR FRASER ANNING — INAUGURAL SPEECH 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.31 pm]: Like most Australians, 
I watched the events in the federal Parliament yesterday, in particular a speech that was made, with absolute 
abhorrence and dismay. It was appalling. It was racist, homophobic and bigoted and does not reflect modern-day 
Australia in any way at all. Today, I was most heartened to learn of events in the federal Parliament in which all 
members of the House of Representatives came together to condemn that speech that was made yesterday. We 
heard some very moving and heart-warming speeches, in particular one by Dr Anne Aly from Western Australia—
the first Muslim woman elected to Parliament. We also heard a moving speech by Josh Frydenberg, whose mother 
was a Jew who escaped Nazi Germany. We also heard, as usual, a particularly eloquent and well-crafted speech 
by Senator Penny Wong. It was heartening to see our elected representatives come together in the federal 
Parliament—a place that represents all Australians—to condemn what was said in the Senate yesterday and to 
truly reflect the most multicultural country in the world, a country that was built on multiculturalism and a country 
that prides itself on tolerance and a fair go. 

I am much more heartened about federal politics today than I was yesterday. It caused me to think. As members 
know, I am a musician. Although I will spare the house a musical rendition, it is important that I read the lyrics to 
one of my favourite songs — 

Imagine there’s no heaven 
It’s easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people living for today 

Imagine there’s no countries 
It isn’t hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too 
Imagine all the people living life in peace 

You may say I’m a dreamer 
But I’m not the only one 
I hope some day you’ll join us 
And the world will be as one 

Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people sharing all the world 

You may say I’m a dreamer 
But I’m not the only one 
I hope some day you’ll join us 
And the world will be as one 

 


	SENATOR FRASER ANNING — INAUGURAL SPEECH
	Statement


